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view* When one has to wait at least an hour, all the time
standing in the cold and, more often than not, also in the
rain, with naught to cheer one up save, perhaps, a news-
paper, it is human nature to fret and curse* If the person
keeps quiet and sulks within himself all the while, the accu-
mulated internal fire will ere long result in a loud explosion.
But if he occasionally gives vent to his feelings in mild
murmurs and grumblings, much of the force of that
internal fire will perhaps have been spent when the final
explosion does take place* Therefore, he is always on
the alert for opportunities to divert his smouldering feelings
into other neutralizing channels*

This explains why the weary waiting spectators are
easily humoured, for anything amusing will surely provoke
a laugh* The incident itself may be trivial or even childish;
yet, such are the idiosyncrasies of the human mind, it will
be readily pounced upon and clung to, simply because it
is a change, and deliverance from the opposite extreme*

For example, on one occasion while a crowd was waiting
for the game to begin, somebody passed around a collection
box in aid of some local charity* Near a gangway was
a police constable* A wag suddenly asked the person
in charge of the box, " Will coppers do?" "Yes, if
you please*" " Well, here is one," and the speaker pointed
to the innocent constable who stood near by* The pun
was a clever one, and so the whole company broke out
into loud laughter*

On another occasion, among a crowd of spectators
were two foreigners from Whitechapel* Just when every-
body was getting impatient for the game to begin, they
started to talk about things in which they were mutually